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ROTORUA ANGLERS ASSOCIATION 

March 2023 

NEWSLETTER 

 

Lile Davis with her 1.6 kg fish, which won her the Junior Angler prize at the         

Interclub competition.  
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EXECUTIVE AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS  

Patron   Larry Ware (exec)  021 64 5544 

President   Pete Otto    021 026 16061 

Secretary   David Hutchison  027 314 6853 

Treasurer   Ian Fear    027 474 2772 

Bar (temp)   Ian Fear 

Trip Coordinator  Gavin Corbett    021 226 3978 

Catering   Vacant   

Trophy Coordinator Gwen Inskeep  021 103 1254 

Membership Secretary Colin Cox   07 343 6282 

Web Coordinator  John Olds   027 330 7581 

Fly Tying Convenor  Colin Cox   07 343 6282 

Fly Tying Beginners Richard Hendriksen 020 4100 3071 

Kids’ Fish Out   Brendan Davis  021 105 5039 

A to Z School  Larry Ware   021 64 5544 

Almoner   Terry Wood   07 345 5587 

Systems   Richard Pryce  027 276 5478 

Resource Consents Peter Corsen  021 288 2111 

Newsletter Editor   Rika Otto   rikaotto8@gmail.com 

Contribution Deadline: 20th of each month  

Club Postal Address: P.O. Box 1083, Rotorua 3040 

Clubrooms: 33 Pererika Street, Rotorua 

http://rotoruaanglers.org.nz  

rotoruaanglers@gmail.com 

The content and comments in this newsletter are those of the authors or by participating members and 
not necessarily those of other Association members 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

After two years of postponements due to Covid and the weather, we could at last 

run the Interclubs again. A big thank you to Gavin for organising prizes as a good 

drawcard, and running the event. Prizes came with thanks from Kilwell and     

Hamills and there were enough for spot prizes too. Thanks everyone who helped 

to make the competition interesting and successful. There were many happy an-

glers at the end of the day. Also thanks to those who donated their fish. I 

cleaned, filleted and handed out fish to other families too. The fish were eating 

small bullies of 2 cm.  

I tried  maple sawdust that I recently got as a gift.  It is light in colour and weight, 

and in the hot smoker it catches alight, burns to ashes, and colours the fish dark 

brown. Would anyone like some Maple sawdust? The best for me has been 

rough, chunky Pohutukawa, which gives a good colour and flavour. 

Now that Rika and I have Covid, we are isolating till Mon 6, and will hopefully test 

negative by that time. The pharmacy delivered 2 packs of  Paxlovid antiviral    

tablets to help with the recovery. They leave a rather metallic taste in the mouth. 

Rika felt miserable the first day, and I felt more like a bad flu, coughing , and dry 

mouth in the morning. We take in a lot of fluids, plus Paracetamol and Ibrufen 

which all add to recovery. Our student stayed away for a week. 

At the ships I have met Dutch, Hungarian, British, Mexican, Canadians, and Amer-

icans from California, Utah, Arizona and Iowa. I always ask their occupations. To 

folks from Finland I said all I know about Finland, is their good Tikka hunting rifle. 

His occupation was diesel engine technology: heavy fuel oil, diesel, gas, and they 

are testing ammonium. About 30% of all ships run on their technology, and when 

I showed him the QE2, he said this ship also. The gas is used when entering har-

bours as not so show smoke at the stack. During the storms, our seas were too 

rough for the local pilot captain to climb up the rope ladder to take over from the 

passenger ship captain and bring the ship through the channel. A UK pilot died in 

January, so they are now extra careful. Some ships were turned away to the next 

port. There are about 15 ships left to come, then I can get back to fishing again.  

This has been an unusually rainy summer, but our tomatoes and blueberries have 

been superb. We still need a new webmaster who John can train up please 
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INTERCLUB WINNERS 

No fish of the month were entered for the period 20 January to 20 February. A 

reminder that your catch can be entered online on the RAA website,               

http://rotoruaanglers.org.nz. There are also printed forms in the bar. Take a   

couple of copies. Please also take a photo too and submit to the editor at         

rikaotto8@gmail.com.   

Saturday results 

Heaviest rainbow      Roger Bowden 3.94kg 

Heaviest brown   not awarded 

Best condition factor  Roger Bowden 

Heaviest fish, junior member  not awarded 

Mystery weight   result not available 

Smallest fish    Philip Sinclair  .078g 
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MARCH UPCOMING EVENTS and REMINDERS 

 with her 8lb rainbow hen. 

Fri 3: Snacks and raffle from 5 pm 

Sat 4: Stream Team from 9 am, lunch at midday 

Mon 6 to Wed eve 8: Whirinaki trip (contact Roy 07 378 7930) 

Fri 10: Snacks and raffle from 5 pm 

Sat 11: Club open day, 10am-2pm. Present club members are also invited. Tea, 
coffee and snacks will be served.  

Mon 13: Fly tying, 7 pm 

Fri 17: Snacks and raffle from 5 pm 

Thurs 23: Committee meeting at 7 pm at the clubhouse (Pete away 16th) 

Fri 24: Snacks and raffle from 5 pm 

Fri 31: BBQ and jumbo raffle from 5pm, eat at 6pm 

Sunday results 

Heaviest rainbow   Lesley Hoskins  2.3kg 

Heaviest brown   Rod Stevens   1.83kg 

Best condition factor  Lesley Hoskins  5.5 

Heaviest fish, junior angler  Lile Davis   1.6kg 

Mystery weight    Rod Stevens   2.22kg 

There is no fly tying article this month. Fly tying  was cancelled due to poor    

weather.  
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INTERCLUB COMPETITION 

The weekend of 24th to 26 February was when the Rotorua Anglers Association 

hosted the annual Interclub competition. The two other clubs were Tauranga 

and Taupo. Gavin Corbett, the organiser, said that it wasn’t so much about    

competition but about fishing and friendship. Prizes were generously donated by 

Kilwell and Hamills. On each day there were eight spot prizes  and the major  

prizes were awarded in the following categories: heaviest rainbow, heaviest 

brown, best condition factor, closest to a mystery weight, junior angler, and 

best/worst hard luck story. 

The current holder of the interclub trophy is the Rotorua Anglers Association.   

Congratulations to the club members who turned out to fish their hearts out.    

Because of the weather and an algal bloom in Lake Rotorua, the fishing waters 

were expanded to any lake or its tributaries in the Rotorua area, where it is legal 

to fish. That gave every opportunity for boat and land-based anglers alike to fish 

by any legal method. 

The catering was organised in-house. On Friday night the clubhouse had to    

expand to accommodate around 50 people. Besides the competitors from      

Tauranga and Taupo, there was a contingent of Auckland fishers who looked in 

to enjoy our hospitality. Gavin Corbett, Brendon Davis and Rika Otto with the 

help of Marie Hutchison and her husband David organised the food. Gwen 

Inskeep and Terry Wood were the weighmasters. Thank you to the generous 

competitors who donated their catches to anybody who would take them. 

Next year Tauranga will host the Interclubs. It may be held here in Rotorua. 

There is more news about the Interclubs in the rest of the magazine.  

Results for the Interclub Competition total of the 4 heaviest fish  

First place: Rotorua  

Roger Bowden  3.94kg   Peter Corsen   2.30kg 

Roger Bowden  3.76   Total weight  12.68kg 

Gavin Corbett  2.68 
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1271 Fenton St, Rotorua, 07 348 3147 

A special word of thanks to Hamills, our long-time sponsor, for their generous  

contribution of prizes to a successful Interclub fishing competition. 

Second place: Taupo 

Cariss Pratt  3.32kg   Lesley Hoskins 1.93 

Lesley Hoskins 2.32   Total weight  9.87 

Cariss Pratt  2.3 

Third Place: Tauranga 

Geoff B  1.54kg 

Ian Robbie  1.52 

Rebecca Taylor 1.49 

Geoff B  1.46 

Total weight  6.01kg 
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…… and the weighmasters, Gwen Inskeep and Terry Wood at the Interclub        

Competion. Photo: Marie Hutchinson 

 

On Friday night, the clubrooms were crowded with anglers  
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Ian Ferguson. Lake Rotoiti 

 

A heavy prize. Photo: Marie Hutchinson 

Another lovely prize from our sponsors. Photo: Marie Hutchinson 
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Photo: Colin Cox 

SOME PRIZE WINNERS 

Peter Corson 

Ray and Larry 
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Roger Bowden’s 3.98kg rainbow trout caught on Lake Okataina during the  

Interclubs. Photo: Gavin Corbett 

A nice bin of fish from the Interclubs competition 
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The muddy Utuhina Stream, looking upstream from the bridge in Springfield Road 

after Cyclone Gabrielle. Photo: Piet Otto 
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Piet Otto took this photo of a sea kayak near Tauranga Harbour in February. Do 

you think it is well-equipped? Notice the size of the passenger liner on the right! 

SEA KAYAK 



14 

 

In 2016 Rotorua won the trophy for the first time. L to R: Anglers Garry Neill, 

Gavin Corbett and Sam Casey.  

A recent fly tying evening: L to R: Joe Taylor, Phil Trautmann, Peter Corson, Colin 

Cox, Ian Fear and Ron Cole 
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NEWEST LFE MEMBER 

Larry Ware was honoured by a Life Membership and became our new Patron. Here 

he is with other Life members. L to R: Roger Bowden, Larry Ware, Pete Otto 

(President), Phil Trautman, Joe Fleet.  
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May A-Z course.  Various line stripping techniques, roll casting, floating lines 

and sinking lines were all demonstrated.  
John Olds with his fly tying station 

 

Left to right: Gwen Inskeep (weighmaster), Ron Cole, Luca Corsen, friend, Lili Da-

vis, David Hutchison, Lile Davis, Brendan Davis, Gavin Corbett (organiser), Joe Tay-

lor, Nigel Clark, Peter Corsen, and Marie Hutcheson. Thank you RAA members, 

you all did a great job on the day. 


